Ahoy! Faith-Based Cruising Sails On

By Kevin Wright

Trivia question: What do you get when you mix water with faith and a 100,000-ton ship? You get one of religious tourism’s fastest- growing segments, faith-based cruising.

What exactly is faith-based cruising? In short, it’s a vacation taken by a church or religious organization aboard a ship or a barge in the waters of the Caribbean, Alaska, the Mediterranean or possibly even the waterways of Europe. Such trips are also known as fellowship cruising, as their primary purpose is often sharing faith and friendship.

Today, tens of thousands of Christians and people of faith embark on such journeys. Whereas 25 years ago, there were few full-ship faith-based charters - an entire ship leased to a religious organization with 2,000 to 3,000 people onboard - today more than a dozen such charters take place annually. In addition, hundreds more Christian and faith-based groups are hitting the high seas annually, with anywhere from 50 to 1,000 people or more.

What are the basics you should know about planning a cruise for your group? The acronym CRUISE provides a good foundational outline for launching a faith-based cruise program at your church or religious organization:

Contact a cruise agency or cruise line about your travel plans, and inquire about initial information.

Review your cruise options, choices, itineraries, prices, etc.

Undertake a cruise theme, such as a biblical seminar cruise, or a Christian music and entertainment cruise.

Implement your chosen cruise into your travel ministry or program offerings.

Sell the cruise to your church or religious group members.

Emphasize the sharing of faith, fun and fellowship that will take place aboard the cruise.

By doing the above, you will be off to a great start. Keep in mind that two of the most critical components in launching a successful faith-based cruise are finding the right agency and finding the right cruise line. Fortunately, there are a number of Christian and religious-based cruise agencies from which to choose, and some specialize in this form of travel with the faith-based community.

No matter what cruise you choose, though, you are sure to wow your members. Cruising remains one of tourism’s most popular forms of travel today, with almost 20 percent of Americans  having already taken a cruise, and such a trip will attract many in your faith community.

And, possibly best of all, it’s a kind of vacation for any age group. Grandparents, parents, young adults and children can all come along. And with all the attention surrounding the recent release of the third Pirates of the Caribbean movie, there has perhaps never been a better time to offer your group a water-filled, spiritual vacation getaway.

© Copyrighted Material; Property of the World Religious Travel Association
